
8/20/22, 9:03 AM DPCCC Candidate Questionnaire - 2022 General Election

DPCCC Candidate Questionnaire - 2022
General Election
Thank you for seeking the endorsement of the Democratic Party of Contra Costa County (DPCCC).

Please submit your completed questionnaire and remit the endorsement application fee of $30 no later
than 96 hours upon receipt of questionnaire. Interviews will not be scheduled without both a completed
questionnaire and received payment.

Pay Endorsement Application Fee: https://contracostadems.com/donate

1. Click on "Donate"
2. The page will say "2022 Campaign Unity Funds" - Pay fee on this page

Complete questionnaire

***IMPORTANT INFO***
- Your application fee must be paid before questionnaires will be processed
- Interviews will not be scheduled without both a completed payment and completed questionnaire - You
must have submitted your questionnaire and payment before August 19th at 11:59pm PST - Your
completed questionnaire will be added to the DPCCC website after all interviews are conducted. - The
DPCCC membership will vote on endorsements at our meeting on September 1st at 6pm, which you are
invited to attend.

Email *

colincoffey@comcast.net

Section 1: Candidate Information

Name (First, Last) *

Colin Coffey
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Preferred Name (If different than campaign name)

Pronouns *

She/Her/ Hers

He/Him/ His

They/Them/ Theirs

Ze/Zie/ Hir/Hir

Other:

What office are you seeking? *

East Bay Regional Park District, Ward 7

CA FPPC ID # *

FPPC # 1446981

Campaign Address *

169 Midship Drive
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Campaign Consultant/ Manager *

Lisa Tucker

Campaign Phone Number *

5107994213

Campaign Website *

colincoffeyforparks.com

Campaign Email *

colincoffey@comcast.net

Social Media Handles *

Colin Coffey
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1.1 -  Why are you running for this office? Give no more than your three top reasons. *

I believe I can continue to contribute to the Park District Board if re-elected based on a long and unique
combination of Park District experiences.

A. First, on the PAC (Park District's Planning Commission) for 13 years and now Board of Directors level for 6
years, I have experienced the issues and debate on District issues at the governance/policy level as
presented by board and management and by all the Park District’s stakeholders.

B. Second, as a Park Ambassador (docent at large) for 13 years I have experienced interaction with Park
consumers and the Park District workforce (naturalists, park rangers, and other staff) rather intensely and
have learned about the parklands and operations from a park educator and employee grass roots level.

C. Third, as a consumer of the parks, trails, naturalist programs, recreation, and historic/educational programs,
for more than 50 years (as for myself and my children), I have yet another very personal perspective on the
District’s policy of resource and operations balancing. I believe these three perspectives create a unique overall
perspective for me that benefited the governance of the District.

1.2 - What is your understanding of the job? *

To influence the direction of the Park District toward is main mission of preserving open space and creating
park and trail access for our residents, while making sure natural resources and habitat are protected for future
generations and the fauna and flora or our lands.
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1.3 - What personal and professional qualifications do you believe make you the best
*

candidate?

UC Berkeley History AB 1980
UC Hastings College of Law J D 1983

Park District

Park Advisory Committee: 13 year member of the EBRPD Park Advisory Committee
2001- 2009, appointed by Director Ted Radke.
2012 to 2017, appointed and reappointed, by the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors. Park Ambassador: I
have served as a District Park Ambassador for 13 years as of 2018, since inception of the program. I have
represented the District as a spokesperson, docent at large, and District information representative at Park
District or community events throughout the two counties. My family, including my wife and two children,
were the District's first fully trained District Ambassador family. We have covered many events over the years
for the Park District, ranging from Fremont to Brentwood. Over the years we have been able to spend days
with numerous park naturalists and other staff and always come away from these experiences with an
appreciation of what a wonderful and talented group of people comprise this District's workforce.
Park Foundation Support: Long time donor/member of the Regional Parks Foundation; additionally, my wife
and I annually support five summer "camperships" for inner city youth.

ORGANIZATION AFFILIATIONS/VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Former member elected to the Contra Costa Democratic Party Central Committee, three terms. Former
member appointed by Congressman George Miller to the California Democratic Party Central
Committee, 23 years.



Active life-long in numerous election campaigns, ranging from volunteer to campaign manager and direct
mail writer/designer (in an early life), including West Contra Costa campaign coordinator for Clinton/Gore,
'92.
Friends of Congressman George Miller, former Legal Counsel and Treasurer.
Past member, EBMUD, Citizens Advisory Committee.
I am a long time active donor/supporter of the John Muir Land Trust
Ten year Hercules High School Mock Trial Coach and sponsor
Received the Contra Costa Young Democrats George Miller Service Award 2018

Professional

Thirty five year career as a public health attorney, advising and representing numerous health districts
(public hospitals) and nonprofit healthcare providers throughout California. Expertise in California special
district law applicable to the Park District generally, and in public agency and elected board transparency and
ethics law and regulation. Partner, Archer Norris of Walnut Creek and Best, Best & Krieger of Walnut Creek.

Past President (2005) Contra Costa County BAR Association, Member, Public Law Section of the State BAR
Association. Martindale-Hubble A/V Rating, representing the highest attorney peer ranking for competence
and ethics.
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Personal

I am a life-long resident of Contra Costa. I am a third generation Contra Costan, born in Walnut Creek, and 26
year resident of Hercules. I have also resided in El Cerrito, Orinda, and Richmond. My entire legal career has
been based in Contra Costa.

My earliest memories are of growing up around the Regional Parks, especially Tilden as a child. My own two
children grew up with these parks. Almost every summer they attended summer camps based in the Regional
Parks. My son was employed by the District for a week one summer as part of a youth trail maintenance
program. I was married to Mila Nues in Tilden Park, at the Brazilian Room, in 1985. I have explored most of the
District's regional parks (still missing a few), and my wife Mila and I regularly hike District park and regional
trails throughout Northern Contra Costa. Most of our ambassador gigs are in Ward 7, and Black Diamond has
become much of a "home base" for our Park Board, volunteer and personal outings. The naturalists there and at
Big Break know us fairly well.
I am a long time active donor/supporter of the John Muir Land Trust.

I am a Delta enthusiast. My family's "second home" during much of the '70s and '80s was a large houseboat at
Bethel Harbor, Bethel Island. I have spent a significant portion of my life among the dikes and sloughs
surrounding Bethel Island and Frank's Tract, and the rivers extending from Antioch to Discovery Bay.

My late father was the state and local Democratic Party leader and labor organizer, Bert Coffey. My father was
the Chair of the Democratic Party of Contra Costa several times in the 60s thru 70s, State Chair of the Dem
Party during the Carter Administration, and a long time member of the Democratic National Committee. My late
mother, Peggy Coffey, was John Knox' district representative for his 20 year career in the State Assembly
representing West Contra Costa. My father was sent to California after WWII to organize a union for Standard
Oil of Richmond and El Segundo. He was successful.



1.4 - What are your top issues?  How do you plan on achieving them? *

The priority this year is to manage the huge new volumes of people using the regional parks and trails
during the pandemic and after.

This means moving toward opening new parklands, new trails, and adding the staff needed to make them
safe and a positive experience for the residents of the two counties.
We need to do this while balancing the demand for access to people wishing to enjoy nature and the need to
preserve wilderness and habitat. I believe the Park District is resourceful enough to do this successfully.
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1.5- Please feel free to include any additional information you would like us to consider in
*

evaluating your candidacy.

I literally grew up in the Democratic Party of Contra Costa. My father was County Chair at least 3 times,
Northern Chair and State Chair, and a member of the DNC for many years. My brother was County Chair in the
70s for one term, and I was a Central Committee member from District 1 for 6 years in the 80s.

I walked my first precinct for George Miller III for his father's Senate seat in 1969 at the age of 10. I was one of
the founding members of the Contra Costa Young Dems in the late 70s after Sunny McPeak's career as County
Supervisor. I have identified as an “environmentalist” since understanding what the term meant… around the
age of 13. I recall joining the Sierra Club during my college years, because of an affinity for John Muir. In my
youth I regularly volunteered in campaigns for national, state, and local office. I eventually went on to manage a
couple of city council candidate campaigns and design and write mailers. That level of activity ended after 1992
when I was West Contra Costa Coordinator for Clinton/Gore, and my wife and I had our first child. I have
nonetheless been active since in numerous campaigns as an ordinary supporter or contributor. Some notable
ballot measure campaigns in which I was active include Sunne McPeak's successful state-wide initiative to kill
the peripheral canal, the Contra Costa County Initiative to establish the urban limit line in 1990, and Measure A
in Hercules which reversed City approval of the proposed Franklin Canyon development. Any public record I
have, however, would be based on my involvement in the EBRPD since 2001 as a supporter of its land
acquisitions. Since 2008 almost 15,000 acres have been acquired in eastern Contra Costa with my full support
as a PAC member and now a Board member. Most of these lands will be maintained primarily for their open
space and habitat values.



1.6 - This is a 3-Part Question: Why are you seeking our endorsement?  How will you use our
*

endorsement? How will you support other endorsed candidates and issues?

I am a life long Democratic activist and contributor, in Contra Costa my political life has been within the
orbit of the 70 year orbit of George Miller Jr., George Miller III, and Bert Coffey and Peggy Coffey. This
endorsement is part of my legacy. I thank you much for it.
I will post the endorsement on my web site.
I have donated to Democratic Campaigns for many decades and (not polite maybe to say) many thousands of
dollars...because my wife and I can.

Section 2: Democratic History

2.1 - List your previous and current party affiliations. When did you first register as a Democrat
*

and why?

1976. It was an inherited DNA trait. My first vote for president was Jimmy Carter.
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2.2 - I have read and acknowledge the California Democratic Party’s current platform (value
*

statement) and will adhere to these values in the performance of my elected
position. https://cadem.org/our-platform/

Yes

No

2.3 - In your opinion, which elements of the CADEM Platform are most relevant to the position
*

you are seeking? If elected, how do you plan to advance them?

Environmental provisions. EBRPD is at the forefront of President Biden's and Governor Newsome's 30 by 30



programs to preserve open space for the next decade. Ask me about Point Molate and my work on this historic
open space preservation success !

2.4 - If elected, what would you do to advance more equity, diversity, and inclusion? *

More of what we have done to date, see: Outstanding JEDI Impact Award – Reaffirming Justice, Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion for All
In 2021, the Park District reaffirmed its commitment and efforts to ensure regional parks were safe, welcoming,
and enjoyable for all. The District listened to those who have felt overlooked and unheard, and enacted several
changes in policy and procedure to make the Park District more equitable and inclusive. DEI efforts included
special programs and the naming of the District’s new regional park at former Concord Naval Weapons Station,
“Thurgood Marshall Regional Park - Home of Port Chicago 50.” DEI programs included staff implicit bias
training, survey and listening sessions, UN International Day of Peace, and numerous interpretive programs
promoting and putting into practice DEI principles.

See: https://www.ebparks.org/about-us/whats-new/news/park-district-receives-cprs-outstanding-park-and
jedi-impact-awards

I am very proud of my role in naming our newest park at the former Navel Weapons Station, Thurgood
Marshall Regional Park, Home of the Port Chicago 50. We are going to joint venture a Visitor Center with the
National Park Service that will highlight the social justice issues arising from the Port Chicago tragedy and
the injustice of the mutiny trial.
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2.5 - Have you previously sought the endorsement of the DPCCC? If yes, for what elected office?
*

Were you endorsed?

Yes, once. 2018 for my first election. I was endorsed by the DPCCC.

2.6 - Please list offices, positions and date(s), which you hold/held or campaigned for as a
*

candidate.

I've been on the Board of the Park District since 2017. I was an elected member of the DPCCC Central
Committee from District 1 (Richmond) for six years in the 1980s. I did not run again when I went to law



school and moved to Emeryville. Though I don't remember exact dates for any of this.

2.7 - In what ways have you supported and actively participated in the Democratic Party at the
*

local, state, and national levels?

See prior responses. I literally grew up in the CCC Democratic Party. My godfather was Senator George Miller
Jr., I walked my first precinct for George Miller III when 10 years old, my last grass roots role was in 1992 as
Clinton-Gore '92, West Contra Costa Coordinator. Then I had babies and a public health law career and
became a member of the Demo Party "donor class." And proud of it !

2.8 - Please list any clubs, boards, commissions, and /or organizations with which you are an
*

active member, including the length of your affiliation and any leadership position you hold/held.

I will just mention current relevant memberships: Hercules Democratic Club and Marsh Creek Dems. I am an
active member in many environmental groups, including the Sierra Club, Greenbelt Alliance, and others.

2.9 - Have you endorsed non-Democrats *

Yes

No
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Section 3: References & Club Endorsements

3.1 - Who has endorsed you? *

Congressmembers McNerney, DeSaulnier, Thompson, and George Miller (Ret). All five members of the Board
of Supervisors. Mayors of Hercules, Martinez, Antioch. The Sierra Club and the Contra Costa Building Trades
(proud of this combination!). Many more council members in Hercules, Martinez, Pittsburg, Antioch,
Brentwood, whom I have not yet confirmed.



3.2 - What other endorsements are you seeking? *

I hope to get Senators Glazer and Skinner when I get to ask them and Assembly Memebers Grayson and
Wicks when I get around to asking them, as I have had great working relationships with both. I have an
interview with the CCC Central Labor Council on Aug. 15th.

Some of the Democratic Clubs use this questionnaire in their endorsement process.  If you would
like to be considered for Democratic club endorsement(s), please contact the club(s) directly by
going to our DPCCC website club's page:
https://contracostadems.com/clubs/

In Closing

Reminders:
* After submitting this questionnaire, please go and pay your endorsement application fee at:
https://contracostadems.com/donate

* Please direct questions to the Endorsements Committee Co-Chairs Tamela Hawley and Irene Tait at
endorsements@contracostadems.com

* The CADEM Code of Conduct: https://cadem.org/code-of-conduct/

* The CADEM Party Platform: https://cadem.org/our-platform/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RmQ9j8eip2eRBiFP004A5Fp9g2lwE_XaVlOTQn59ETg/edit#response=ACYDBNhH-RRQzLPbZ3JeF6QrwfYXW… 10/11
8/20/22, 9:03 AM DPCCC Candidate Questionnaire - 2022 General Election

If you like, you may submit a biography and/ or resume in the section below.  Not required.

Submit Questionnaire



By submitting this questionnaire, I attest that the foregoing is true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge and to uphold the Code Of Conduct. https://cadem.org/code-of-conduct/

Thank you and good luck with your campaign! We will be in touch with you to schedule your interview time.

Interviews will be schedule by District Directors between now and August 21st.

I have paid my endorsement application fee: https://contracostadems.com/donate/ *

Yes

No

This form was created inside of Vassar Alum Mail.

Forms
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